Who was Thomas Oken?

I thas bouse lived YWhrwsck's most famous sen, Thomas Oken, Mercer
ared Meschant af the ancient town of Whrsick,

He was barm in the eady years of the siteenth century and lived in the
reigns of Henry W11, Henry VI, Mary amd Elizabeth 1

A Cad-feanng man of kindly disposiion amd mdusiricus habits be
bevame a much respected and important inhahitant of the wwn and with
paimstaking care and diligent attention to his business he amassed, duning
has Idfetime, & considerable Fortune,

Far a number of years be was one of the pancipal burgesses whose counsel
ared advice did much v direet the conduet of the v at that e,

Aider a leng and wseful life, Thomas Oken died here i this bawse in
1573, Childless, he left i trust much property in Warwick and armund,
the income from which was i be applied w0 the velief of the poor peaple of

Warwick and surrounding areas and the general mainienance of the fowm
ared 56, Mary's Church,

These and many vaher benefacions for ohjects dear 1o him are recorded
the Black Book of Warwick, but none are more illustrative of has kindly
thought than the Feast Day appointed by his will m Warwick each vear,
ken's Feast i sull held and the wwast s w0 “the pious memary of Thomas
Oken and his wile Joan"™,

Treday, this house, and many of the progeries he lefi in his wll of 1570
are maintamed by a chantable trust amd his spint lves on i the benefin of
many genemtions of Warwick cilizens,
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